Note To Reader

December 3, 2001

EPA released today its preliminary assessment of the cumulative risks of
organophosphorus pesticides. EPA considers the results to be preliminary and is
seeking both scientific peer review and widespread public comment on its analysis and
the many new scientific techniques used to develop the risk assessment. EPA will soon
open a comment period in which the public and all interested parties are invited to
submit comments on the preliminary assessments. Comments should directly relate to
the issues and information in the assessment.

The Agency is examining the results of these analyses. Therefore, it is too soon
to draw firm conclusions about risks or consider risk management possibilities. The
Agency cautions against premature conclusions based on this preliminary assessment,
and against any use of information contained in these documents out of their full
context. The risk mitigation measures that have already been taken on individual
members of this group of pesticides have led to significant reduction in potential risk.
The Agency is reviewing the results of the assessment to determine if any issues may
need to be addressed related to food commodities, drinking water and residential uses.
However, EPA has confidence in the overall safety of our food supply and emphasized
the importance of eating a varied diet rich in fruits and vegetables.
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